
Sections from the Communist Manifesto 

Section 1 

The Communists … have no interests separate and apart from those of the proletariat 
as a whole.  

The immediate aim of the Communists is the same as that of all other proletarian 
parties: Formation of the proletariat into a class, overthrow of the bourgeois 
supremacy, conquest of political power by the proletariat.  

Section 2 

All property relations in the past have continually been subject to historical change.  

The French Revolution, for example, abolished feudal property in favor of bourgeois 
property … In this sense, the theory of the Communists may be summed up in the 
single sentence: Abolition of private property.  

You are horrified at our intending to do away with private property. But in your 
existing society, private property is already done away with for nine-tenths of the 
population; its existence for the few is solely due to its non-existence in the hands of 
those nine-tenths.  

In one word, you reproach us with intending to do away with your property. Precisely 
so; that is just what we intend.  

Communism deprives no man of the power to appropriate the products of society; all 
that it does is to deprive him of the power to subjugate the labor of others…  

Section 3 

The working men have no country. We cannot take from them what they have not got. 
Since the proletariat must first of all acquire political supremacy, must rise to be the 
leading class of the nation, must constitute itself the nation… 

National differences and antagonism between peoples are daily more and more 
vanishing, owing to … freedom of commerce, to the world market, to uniformity in 
the mode of production and in the conditions of life...  

The supremacy of the proletariat will cause them to vanish still faster.  

In proportion as the exploitation of one individual by another will also be put an end 
to, the exploitation of one nation by another will also be put an end to. In proportion 
as the antagonism between classes within the nation vanishes, the hostility of one 
nation to another will come to an end.  

The history of all past society has consisted in the development of class antagonisms, 
antagonisms that assumed different forms at different epochs.  But whatever form 



they may have taken, one fact is common to all past ages:  the exploitation of one part 
of society by the other…  

The communist revolution is the most radical rupture with traditional relations; no 
wonder that its development involved the most radical rupture with traditional ideas.  

Section 5 

We have seen above that the first step in the revolution by the working class is to raise 
the proletariat to the position of ruling class to win the battle of democracy.   In the 
most advanced countries, the following will be pretty generally applicable.  

1. Abolition of property in land and application of all rents of land to public 
purposes.  

2. A heavy progressive or graduated income tax.  
3. Abolition of all rights of inheritance.  
4. Confiscation of the property of all emigrants and rebels.  
5. Centralization of credit in the banks of the state, by means of a national bank 

with state capital and an exclusive monopoly.  
6. Centralization of the means of communication and transport in the hands of 

the state.  
7. Extension of factories and instruments of production owned by the state; the 

bringing into cultivation of wastelands, and the improvement of the soil 
generally in accordance with a common plan.  

8. Equal obligation of all to work. Establishment of industrial armies, especially 
for agriculture.  

9. Combination of agriculture with manufacturing industries; gradual abolition of 
all the distinction between town and country by a more equable distribution of 
the populace over the country.  

10. Free education for all children in public schools. Abolition of children's 
factory labor in its present form. Combination of education with industrial 
production, etc.  

When, in the course of development, class distinctions have disappeared, and all 
production has been concentrated in the hands of a vast association of the whole 
nation, the public power will lose its political character. Political power, properly so 
called, is merely the organized power of one class for oppressing another… 

In place of the old bourgeois society, with its classes and class antagonisms, we shall 
have an association in which the free development of each is the condition for the free 
development of all.  

Section 6 

The Communists disdain to conceal their views and aims. They openly declare that 
their ends can be attained only by the forcible overthrow of all existing social 
conditions. Let the ruling classes tremble at a communist revolution. The proletarians 
have nothing to lose but their chains. They have a world to win.   

Working men of all countries, unite! 


